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seligion im the long run is the only religion 


the religious imtuitions of men. “You can 
what you like”, said a Unitarian mimister to a would-be 
member of a Unitarian congregation. “I don't want to 


believe what I like”, came the reply. “I want to belicve 


temperament. In cvery vital and commande 
the “ought™ of a creed or a dogma is overthrown because # 
does mot satisfy mncr micenty. then 2 stermcr “ought” must 


belief there is a termble ought that cannot be ignored 


that 
new 


ig what I ought to believe.” No man can belicve what he likes. 
and certain hope No man is free to run off into any vague fancy that suits his 


semse that thei 

of the event? 

place: 
it | 


te tke 


mughty 
to humscif” 


Seay 
to the 
; who 
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Price Threepence 
"THE REAL conflict in Western Europe is Goodness and Theology 
ideas. Men want to know the purpose of it is to escape into vagueness. Essentially 
the manner in which that purpose should be of that national occasion was probably 
same conflict most certainly is taking place jm. Men knew that they felt, they knew 
countries. There, it is probably driven t in what way, in wh 
to suppose that all the light of speculation magery they ought 
out of men’s minds by the imposition of igment of truths, th 
dogma is to suppose that the human spirit ) that it is possible to 
wrestling with freedom and the thoughts of K at all, and all will 
The constant political crises in France, and yeculation is reg 
danger of crises in Italy, not to mention good is regarc 
; not from the conflict about bread—although occasion of that F 
: is present—but about how men should hi th driven into 
should live in a particular manner. To times. for dece 
difference between a Catholic and a It is so obviou 
_ i, one about the manner in which wages brings so ma 
;* the economic system to be controlled, is to clinching argur 
i? differences between them on the matter of comfortable fe 
* Men search for reasons for life far beyond ying good and 
: for beliefs or they are without belicfs. It nought out desr 
where religion is going in this country. do and why it 
hat thought, and indeed being forced to 
Belief and Disbelief ; accomplishment. 
i _ The funeral of the late King was a noble and impres- Schmiciy. Men must know what life and death are all 
sive occasion. The occasion has passed and questions of about. That need sooner or later is as vital as any bodily 
significance may mow be asked. If the burial in some sense _ instinctive need. It should be at least the function of conscious 
was religious, in what way was it religious? That is a question _ religion to find out where it stands in the nature of thought 
that may well be asked not only today but im distant gencra- and why it stands there. 
tions. Was it a sign of a religion : 
of a religion which had lost its way The New 
asked—it should be asked—how A thinking 
to ude 
that, but had they conquered, in 
had conquered the nature and sig 
is what the service declared to 
Earth, ashes to ashes, dust to. 
our 
vast | itself im the majesty madequate then a bugher morality mest be cocated. There 
q sul af | imchoate feclings that follows m this issue a commentary on Mariage and Divorce. 
must know what they The commentary our view is colightcncd and bumanc, bet 
believe. Against the thro only because it makes possible im its implications trucr and 
occasion in the church may be sct the fact that the seiations between men and women. It replaces the 
a freed conscience willimg and brave cnough to think out its i 
io all forms pr | problems within the mberent of buman mature 


0785, 33 4 
ee 
>. 
+ 
é 
a, 
a. 
a 
“4? 
> 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
- 
+ 
_ 
3 
ter 


; THE INQUIRER, 


MARCH 


IIl.—A MAGISTRATE’S VIEW 
By James Thackray, J.P. 


(Mr. Thackray is a prominent citizen of St. Helens, Lancashire. 
He was one of the founders of the St. Helens Unitarian 


that family life the nobler the society in which it lives and 
moves. 
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we 


are always left open, at least until the time allowed 


8, 1952 75 


this latter case the matter would be largely one of giving 
legitimacy to a child prenatally. Whilst this course of action 
may give pause for thought, should there be no similar pause 
to discourage the marriage? 


Magistrates and Divorce 


On provision of the time-lapse regulation already men- 
tioned, such cases as those of wives suffering persistent cruelty 


from husbands for three years could, if the evidence was 
i , be settled such a court. The objection to - 
ing up this court not be a serious one. 


is an argument for an interim maintenance order i 
the case of parties, who having differences, show 
reconciliation, if the chances for the coming 


This course of action is to be encouraged if it 
jor : 


especially 
a fit of temper was the cause of the breach. Powers to 
such an order would be a useful instrument for local courts. 


Amendment of the Law Needed 
Many are the cases where a husband is guilty of matri- 
which may exist, in which the wife may have played a con- 


. 
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Church.) 
ee gy = Because of the increasing number of cases seeking decrees 
T dhs of divorce and the pressure of work upon the Judges, it has 
| been considered by some high legal authorities that much of 
no small part im building up makmg static the domestic this pressure could be relieved by dealing with many appli- 
and family life of the nation. The family ts the basic unit cants through the courts of summary jurisdiction. As divorce 
of human society, amd tip the moral consciousness Of i. considered to be a highly responsible legal matter it is 
thought to be beyond ~ knowledge the 
ordinary magistrate to with. But there seems to be no 
a] disease, not the least sien of which is the treekam up __Teason why, provided that the Clerk of the Court is a sound 
of f ily life. T orld an have caused serio Ang legal advocate, a carefully chosen court of magistrates of 
reasonable experience should not adjudicate satisfactorily on 
bances to it. It is staggering to realise that divorces in 1947 ach aadinae tndiiets 
were ten times as many as in 1938, fifty times as many as in SUC@SctioUs : 
1918, and a hundred times as many as in 1900. We have 
reached a point where the Divorce Courts cannot cope with 
We cannot afford to ignore the conclusions forced upon us 
by this evidence; husbands and wives living apart, broken 
homes, and children of these unions unhappily distributed in 
all sorts of places. Serious-minded people find themselves 
called upon to re-examine our marriage laws to discover for 
themselves certain glaring inequalities and to see how best to 
The social welfare of the nation depends upon its capacity 
| to fulfil its obligations to its people, its obligations to correct 
its errors, large or small. The disquieting feature of our present 
, marriage law is that it provides freedom for a deserted spouse 
, Spouse who for years has hardship, lack of financial 
| support, and who has borne the burden of rearing the children 
ls no to his ways | constantly to of a of whici 
be driven to meet some of his obligations. Many thousands ag touch. in claim tenancy as - 
| of such cases exist today, and daily add to the problems of husband is the named tenant. Such matters are typical 
Magistrates’ Courts. Yet many will say we must not °F the difficulties to be resolved when unions break up, yet 
: =_ ready to relax the hw Falls the echensieen of in cases of this kind the wife should not be the sufferer to the 
extent that she is at present. Some amendment of the law 
is meeded at the carliest possible moment to regularise these 
The Gu The hearing of matrimonial cases m ordmary Court 
ater Rooms is to be discouraged. The atmosphere of a Court 
age. brings only onc poobicass Magsstratcs Room is quite unsuited to the hearing of matters which are 
are at a loss to solve without the drastic overhauling of present not criminal. There is much more reason to restrict publica- 
couiaion. The application to marry m these under-age cases tion of matrimonial cases than many Juvenile Court cases. 
S granted usually on the evidence of pregnancy. conscat is Of considerable and fitting help are the recommendations 
of the Marriage Guidance Council. Particularly useful is 
he each as to ie of great unhappiness m the their distribution of a handbook of common-sense advice 
future for the applicants concerned. In s0 many cases the enjoining parties to a breach of the marrage contract to seck 
nagssiratcs Know that 2 real tragedy is almost certam, and = Laderctanding that will assure a maximum of goodwill and 
that separation and the break-up of family life will follow. forbearance and im the event of serious discord, when heip ts 
It ts the fear of a greatly increased mumber of illegitimate ied. to make immediate contact with those who are capable 
ctuldren that makes many people hesitate to support new of 
regulations to help minimise the misery of these unfortunate auiing 
consenting. Reform, if there must be reform, must have 2s ACTION BY THE GENERAL 
mental What can we do to safeguard its standards? : 
definitely. All magistrates who sit on domestic courts know AT THE preseat time 2 Royal Commission sits im Londos 
studying memoranda submitted by the various Christian 
settled ought never to have been married to cach other. It churches, religious socicties and other micrested social welfare 
iS distressing to sce sO many imstamces of marriages breaking organisations. 
up because there is so little m common between the partners A Sub-Commitice of the General Assembly gave some 
What of the children? The Adoption Laws 2 Sub-Committee expressed the view that fin England 
foster-parents. ‘This is to safeguard the child's adoption desertion, then a decree should be when a busband 
parcets wmsuitabic for #. and to satify the cout that has wilfully megiccted to provide reasonable maintenance for 
foster-parents are still of the same mind his family for thece 
period is comsadered to be a sound It declared Mlogscal the position which cuabies a wile 
aot therefore apply a samilar precaution to to obtaim a maintenance order on grounds of descrton 
to mary? ‘The period of a Magistrates’ Coust, and although the husband mects thre 
tardshp to applicants well suited to cach othcr, 
forced to reflect, and the srgulation would be a wise onc. such grounds as wilfel acgiect cam mcver obtam 2 decree on 
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BOLTON, Unity Church, I. L. TOSELAND. 
BosTON (Lincs), Spain Lane Unitarian Church, 6.30, Rev. C. SIMPSON. 
5 ee West Hill Road, 11, Rev. L. REDFERN. 

urch, Dampiet Street, 2.30, Sunday School, 6.30, 


nitarian, New Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev. R. 


BuRNLEY, Unitarian Church, Trafalgar 
Bury, Bank Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. M. 


Memorial Church, Emmanuel Road, 11 and 6, Rev. A. 


BARBER. 
CHESTERFIELD, Elder Yard Church, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. STANLEY 


CHOWBENT CHAPEL, Atherton, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. KENNETH TWINN. 
CoseLey, Staffs, Old Meeting House, Old ing Road, 11 and 6.30, 
Rev. P. C. WHITEMAN. 
Crewe, Free Christian Church, Beech Street, 11, Rev. E. D. Evans. 
Free Christian Church, Wellesley Road, 11, Rev. J. P. CHALK. 
(also 6.30 First Sunday in the month). 


EninpuncH, St. Mark’s Church, Castle Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. B. 
‘TAVERNER. 


Exeter, George’s Chapel, South Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. D. B. Fraser. 
Gee Caoss, Hyde Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. J. Hamey Sars. 


REID. 
Ward Sueet Church, 11.15, Mr. Ivor W. 


Northgate End, Rev. W. H. 

Hastpecs, Free Christian and Gan, Row. 
Desesce 


Hpscatey, Great 1 Lane, 11 and 6, ——. 
HorsHam, Worthing 6.30, Rev. J. Hart. 
Hui, Park Church (Unitarian), 6.30, Rev. Rates Parson. 


and 6. ~~ 


MARCH 


3, Rev. W. Hitt WaAREING. LONDON 
YDE. 


Br 79 


LONDON, Lewisham, Unitarian Church, High Street, 11, Rev. H. H. 


Lonpon, Mansford Street Ch., Bethnal Green, 6.30, Rev. J. W. DUMBLE. 
LONDON, Richmond Free Ch., Ormond Road, 11, Rev. G. E. Hag. 
LONDON, Stratford, West Ham Lane Unitarian Church, 11.30, Children’s 
Church, 6 6.30, Mr. C. G. KENWAY. 
, Theistic Church, 28, Bell Street, Edgware Road, 11, First 
S in the Month. 
andsworth, 11, Rev. A. PEACOcK. 


elsh Unitarian Church at Hill Unitarian Church, 
1st and 3rd Sundays. March 16, 6, R. I. PRIrcHARD. 
Lonpon, Wood Green, U Newnham Road, 6.30, Rev. F 


Se (Anade, Unitarian Church, Channing 11 and 
YTHAM 


Market Buildings, 6.30, Mrs. MURIEL 


Rev. KENNETH 
MANCHESTER, Cross Street 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Frep KENWORTHY. 
Lane Chapel, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. J. 


Maxcunstet, Gorton, Brookfild Church, Hyde Road, 10.45 and 6.3, 


MANCHESTER, Pendicton Lane, 6.30, Mr. T. W. 


3, cach 
Church, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Davies. 
Morecamaer, (sce Lancaster). 
3, Newron Assor, 6.30, Rev. C. G. Toonz. 
Mossiey, Christian Church, Stamford Rd_, 10.45 and 6, Mr. Enric Suaw. 


Mr. R. W. Ricess, 6.30, 


11, Rev. J. A. 
10.45 and 6.30, Rev. C. Gorpon 


Rev. T. E. Norra. 

11.30, Rev. Tae 

PapmaM, Nazarcth ion Church, Kuight’s Hill, 10.30 and 6, 
Rev. W. Hu Warners. 

ey ge Houndiscombe Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev. 


Paesrox, Uniterien Chapel, Chorch Serect, 11, No Service, 6.30, Mr. 

| 
Roecwoop, Hants, the Mectine House, 6.30, Rev. L. 


Sercet, 50.30 and 6, Rev. Wu. Bare. 
Church of Our Father, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Wu. Muar 


Sane, Road, 11, Rev. J. Drax. 


Sapssouts, Haigh Kar. 
Kell Hell, Bclic Vor Rood, 6, Rev. 
RossNcTox. 
Soc 
EG Gua 


r 


NIcOoL Cross. 
BrisToL, Lewin’s Mead Meeting, 6.30, ——. 
BrisToL, Oakfield Road, Clifton, 11, Mr. R. L. NIcHOLSON, 6.30, Rev. 
STEW 
CarpirF, The West Grove Unitarian Church, 11, Mr. S. R. BUTLER, 
6.30, Mrs. Epwarp ‘THOMAS. 
CARLISLE, Unitarian Church, Lorne Street, 2.15, Sunday School, 6.30, 
Rev. Ropert H. WILLIAMSON. 
PETERS. 
Dean Row, Rev. E. E. Srvaz,6.30, Rev. E. E. Wriciey. > 10.45 30, G. D. 
Dexrox, Wilton Street Chapel, II snd 6.30, Rev. Jorn: Gaus Mancuester, Wilbraham Rd., Choriton-cum-Hardy, 6.30, Mr. D. S. 
Dexsy, Friar Gate Unitarian Chapel, CONSTANCE BIRLEY. 
Annual Mecting. 6.30, Mr. J. S. HaLLam. 
ee tan Church, Hall Gate, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. W. MansFie_p, Old Mecting House, 10.45 and 6.30, Supply. 
Dus, Stephen’s Green, West, 11.30 and 7.30, Rev. E. Savex1 Hicxs. 
Duper, Old Mecting House, Wolverhampton Street, 11 and 6.30, ——. 
Duxmerie_p, Old Chapel, Chapel Hill, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Sypney P. 
WHITEHOUSE. 
NewcastLe-on- Tyne, The Church of the Divine Unity, Ellison Place, 
11 and 6.30, Rev. J. H. Comam Davies. 
Procter, 6, Mr. T. 
NogTHAMPTON, Kettering Road Church, 11, 
Rev. McGraw. 
BoLaM. 
Oupsumy, Unitarian Church, Birmingham St, 11, Children’s Service 
Churchgate Sareet, 6.30, Rev. Was. 
ins of Wear, Newrosr, Unieerten Christen Church, 11 and 6.30, 
Rev. W. J. 
St. Nicholas Soreect Chacch, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. L. Har 
Loe, Mil Chapel 0.45 and De RW. 
30, 4 
Vasenta Hell, Gereon Walk, 11, Miss M_ Pracr. 
Lowes, Wesegete Chapel, 11, De. W. 
Hag Serect Unitarian Chusch, 6.30, Rev. 
Anceat Chapel of Tosscth, 11 and 6.30, Rev. L A 
Domestic Mission, Sescet, 6.30, Rev. 
Gateacee Chapel, Rev. P. Srewarr. 
Hamiizon Reed, Everson, 6.30, Rev. Gara. 6.30, 
Bel Lows. 
aed Sercet Chapel, 6.30, Rev. 
C Sercet Cherch, and 6.30, Rev. A 
Hall Swasssa, Feee Meron Rev. B Voor. 
30.45 and 6 30, Rev Ex Wap 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


THE LINDSEY PRESS 
ANNUAL MEETINGS 


We now have copies of the following books bound LEICESTER 


in blue persian leather, with gilt edges, very Tuesday, April 15 to Friday, April 18 
ELECTION OF COUNCIL 


ae NOTICE is hereby given to Personal Subscribers that the Triennial 


| Election of the Council is due in association with the Annual Meetings 
BIBLE 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
‘WITH SUPPLEMENT 
16/-, by post 16/6 


ORDERS OF WORSHIP 
6/-, by post 6/4 


THE LINDSEY PRESS OS Oo FRIDAY, MARCH 21, at 7.30 Px 
Conducted by Rev. Peacocx 
14 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.: Assisted by Da. H. P. Suasta and Jouxn Ravrer, B.A. 


BIRTH 
—February 15, 1952, at Shrewsbury, to Gwenneth (née DR. WILLIAMS’S TRUST 
Street 6.30, First in the 
Unitarian 10.45 and 6, Rev. M. Jommeson:. must be graduates and 
Torquay, Unity Church, Montpeliser 
Trowsnnince, Conigre Unitarian Church, 11 and 6, Rev. A. F.O. Tomas. 
Wataser, Memorial Church, Manor Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Encar W. 


atecad a Unitarian Church. For information write to the Secrctary, 
the N_U_F., 14 Gordon W.C_1. 


80 
category, which must be received not later than the first 
| in these columns on March 15 and 22. Subscribers may then vote 
by personal letter clearly indicating the six laymen and three minister; 
> | for whom their votes are to be cast; such letters must be delivered 
| not later than Saturday, March 29. 
RESOLUTIONS AT THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
: Attention is called to the By-law 15 (Year Book, 1952, p. 23). 
‘4 14 Gordon Square, JOHN KIELTY, 
| London, WC.1. Secretary 
3 WORLD CONGRESS OF FAITHS SERVICE 
| Wananecrox, Cairo Strect, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. W. Deaxnc. Library. London. 
. Watrogp, Friends House, Derby Rd (by permission), 7.30, Last Sunday Applications should be forwarded before May 31, 
| Road, 6.30, Rev. Gompon Sruarr aad farther nformation may 
Kumar, Brockekd Gardeas, 11 and 630, Rev. A.D. 
Plowergate Chapel, 6, Rev. W. 
: Youx, St. Seviourgate Chapel, 6.30, Supply. MISCELLANEOUS 
T= 1952 PROSPECTUS OF FREE CHURCH PARTIES 
‘ BOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
AUSTRALIA 
Apezame, Uniterien Christian Chucsch, Wakefield Sovect, 1: and 7, Rev. 
Coup: 
Me soune, Unitarian Church, Cathedral Place, C2; Unitarian Half- tea, 4 mcals baths. fresh fre 
Services: 4 p.m. sccond Sundsy in cach month, 
HRISTCHURCH., 
at 5p. Weship, 315 pam C ceatre Boursemowth New Fors 
Rev. W. Bortoeaer. Board 4) ges. week, & Tabor: 
CANADA Reed, Hove, Aged 
Fit Uniterion Church, 175 St Cr Ave Wet, 
Rev. W. P. Si Tisbery Reed Select 
B.C. Church of Vancowscr, 1.550 Teath Avcunc acer sea ven 
NEW ZEALAND 
Ch, Ponsonby Rd. 11 and 7, Rew. E Moses: — 
Feee Chorch, Tisdall’s Budi. 00 
SOUTH AFRICA 


